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TIHE GENURAL ASSEMBDLY,
Not since the duy when VIirginia caat
off the shackies of carpet-bag rule have
the people of the State looked to the
meeting of the General Aszsembly with

mure expectant Interest lh-l'urma‘ long

promised and long delaved seem near
fulfilment: hopes deferred huve been
rekindled; 2,000,000 Virginlans watch

thelr representatives assemble to make
the chart by which, for the next two
yvears, will be guided the coursze of the
Commonwenlth

And the peopla look with interest,
not only because they expect the Gen-
eral Assembly to achleve a construc-
tive record, but because the voters of
Virginia are awakened to ifw consci-

and of opportunities that loom large—
that may be removed by the
of known prineiples, op-
that may be met by earn-

burdens
application
portunities

est endeavor and unselfsh labhor. Pub-
lle sentiment, as never In the past
enlightened and unified, expects the
representatives of the people to meet
the needs of Virginia,

In th same spirit that possessos
thhiem, the peopla of Virginia look to

Nod
tempor-

the legislators to do the!lr duty
narrow vislon, with
difidence, not with careless

of the future, but

with not

izing is-

regard buldly, con-

struc ¢ly, and wisely must the Gen-
aral Assembly face Its probloms

Of these problems, tiie reformation
of our tax Jaws stands first Bver
{since the new Constitution echangod
certain of our revenue measur the

peaple Nave fell that A mencral rend-
justment of our tax code, In I-:t-.ipiup'
with modern Ideas of government, |s

in
Is over-

gentiment
reform
of

Imperative To-day the
hehalf of ganernl fseal
whelming Chambers

unions, thoe
college professors,

commerce,
professional

State offl-
Virginia be 1ftL-

classes,

and set on the high road of progress.
Senrcely less pressing s the demand
\ primary Inw. TFor better
for worse, the people of Virginia,
common with their brothers
throvghout Americe, seck pure demoe-

or
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OUR NEW COMPTROLLER.

A better beginning fuor the opera-
illon of the new Foderal reserve act
jcould not be made than to nominate
IJuhn Skelton WHlams, of Rlchmond,
|for the Important post of Comptroller
bu( the Curroncy.

| He ls a man who exemplifies all that

I1s best in Virginla history. Contrary
to the usual rule, he Is not of new
blood, risen overnlght through sheer

force of ability, but is of old Virginia
strain—of the stock that made the
| Randolphs and the Skeltons great in
|another era.

He Is llkewlse a man of sterling, con-
|struetive character, one whoe has shown
ability In adversity and has made a
competence, not by the easy ways of
[the rich, but by organizing new Indus-
|tries, building new rallroads and de-
|veloping the country In which he sas

bern. Unylelding In his anbsolute hon-
esty, untiring and unafrald, he is of
that new Southern manhood that

ldreama dreams—and fulfils them.
Richmond solldly indorses Mr. Wil-
Hams for this high post. Had ho ask-
ed for the support of his friends, every
|citizen of Ricnmond and every Vir-
(zinian would have Inbored in hils be-
{half. DBut now that hls merlts—un-
!uhinﬁ by political considerations—have
'won him this high distinction, we can
ldo no more than join with the Cham-
boer of the
| Men's

Commerce and
Uiub
President  upon

the

Business
the
in
of

in congratulating
his and
tmmediate ratification
(his nomination by the Senate.

It: Is that thiz will be op-
Iposged. If it be so, Mr. Willlams should
:ﬂntl In the hearty indorsement of those
|who know him ample compensation for

selection
Inrgesing

probuble

the partisan or ignorant enmity of
IElrangers.
i He will ba confirmed, however, and

|will muke the best possible officer
|whom President Wilson c¢ould have
lchosgen for the post.

JUDGE RHEA.
reappointment of William IV
the State Corporation Com-
will be gonerally approved
reason that it woas eminently
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| ments innde by

| shown and

| his work
| the assessment of mineral lanids,
| wae long o farce, hns been placed on a
footing, By his

endenvors, also, the assessment of rail.

j-‘i(ll!llni and equitable

| road property has been improved and
in =ome measurs cqualized. Fully sac-
| gquninted with the routine of his office
| and familiar with the problems he i=
| called upon to salve Judge Rhea he-
=ins his second term on the commis-
| wlon with a splenidid opportanity ror

riaey In the place of strietly represen-
tatlve government.

Better Informed as tp public affairs,
the average voler domands a larger
part In government, That deinacracy
which he seoks can only be had
through o law which will*aceurately, |
honeatly and promptly record his vote,
for any other government than that
founded on an honest election law is
but & travesty and a disgrace And
how far@ ghort Virginia 18 of such o
law, & cor. part=on of the bil) Introduced

Spenker Byrd in the Assembly of |
12 with the measure tha finally
ad the Senate, will make plaln In

all its unpalatable nalkedness

Of the enabling act we shall not |
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people of the State have
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WHAT WAS NEWS
FIFTY YEARS AGO

Reprinted frow ''his Newspaper,

NUARY 14, 1914,

A FOREISN VISITOR'S IMPRESSION OF OUR MU WICIPAL ART.
By John I'. McCutcheon. -

Lowus of a Itlchmond Stenmer.
The steamer Dare, Captaln Thomas B,

Skinner, which was lost on the coast
of South Cirollna laswt Saturday, was
owned in Lthis vity by the Richmond

Linporting and Exporting Company,

She lett Bermuda un sunday, the drd
Instant, with & numblier of passengors,
amvng  them warles  Schroeder, Otey
Bradiord and . G. Hudgins, of the
navy; Major Ben W. PFleklin, State
apent for Vierginia, and Messis, Geoige
Whittield, PPat Butler and Willlam A,
Mounteastle, of Richmond., She had a
cargo of sevenly-five tons, of which
about fifty tonz were for tho Suite
of Virginia, having cost over 2,000
pounds sterrling,

About 6 o'clock Tuesday evenlng a
Wilmington pilot was taken aboard and
took charge of the vessel, saying he in-
Ltended to ster for Lockwood's Folly,
The Lare shightly scruped the beach at
Baldwin Inlet, and was then steered
alvng the beach towards Fort Caswell,
taking caste of the lead all the way,
At 1 o'cluck at night the pilot thought
they had crossed the Wilmington bar
were within one mile of the fort
and he anchored for the night. When
diylight came It was discovered that
the pilot had mistaken the position
and was three miles from the fort In-
atead of one, and between them, and It
were three blockaders.  One of the
blockaders saw them and gave chase,
the Trire runping o the west. After
running an hour a bonl was lowered
and six pnssengers put off, who werao
L nded miles from Wilming-
LonENG G cily renched that eity.
Two other aders Joined in  the
chase, vt short while It was
found that water in
the Dare's wus Increasing. and

bloc
in #
tho density of 11
boiler
thut she could not zo two hours long-

or It was then declded to beach her.
She was steered for the South Carelina
coast and there beached. Our cavalry
pivkets on shore came to the rescue
and prevented the blockaders”  bouats
[rom robbing the Dare of CILTEO.
A large part of the eargo will be saved,
Lntest from the North,

The Lynchburg Virgininn has Naorth-
arn papers of the 6th  Iinstant from
which some (tems of rnews arv taken:
Beast Butler has been placed In charge
of all Confederate prisoners In  the
United States and It s sajd 30,000 will
be pliced at Point Lookout In the
next thirty days.

Archbishop Hughes Is dead. Great
bonors were belny paid hls remains in
New York.

A special dispatch reports Lhat n|
Inlr,t;s- delegation of prominent eltizens
of Arkansas had reached Cineinnatl,

en routs to Washington to arrange for |
Arknvsns to resume her positlon in
the Unilon,

1& LGovernor
ige to the
eseape of (Gey

of

Ohio In his annual |
islature atiributes |
al Morgan to neg-
sumderstaniding bo-
the crvil nnd military otlicers
penitentiary.

After » Furlough.

mao
the

tween
the

A Mrs Howard, of Russell County, !
Ali, Teprning that there was an ordey |
granting a furiough for the Lhusbands

«and friends of ladies who should causa

to be ar vil any deserter from our
army, &u ded last Tuesday In hav-
ing two descrie from the army wtl
sSuvannah arrested, and they ure now
held In custody by Malor Howar |

Battalion, at Columbu Mris
ard's hushand is In G Lee's army.
We o not know that there Is any such

order on  record, but sineerely hope
this Ludy's husband, who, we b . A8 n
pood scldier. shall be grantec rooil
long furloueh ]

Coafedernte Congresk.

In the Senate, Mr. Cuperton, of Vir-
ginin, from the Committee  on  the
Tudiciary, veported o bill, which was

staying the atlon  of
proj 1y dona James 0.
wuirdd, an alien ene

, for the sup-
his relatives, Williagn M. Howles,
. Bowles and other citizens of |
i, ]
rollment of Free Negroes,

In_the House of Revresentatives of
the Leglslature a blll was passed Vi |
terduy for the enrollment of all male
free negrocs of the State between the
ages of sixteen and fifty vears, for
zovernment employ when ealled upon.

Philhurmonle Assoclution.
The Hichinond Phitharmonie Asso-

cintion, composced of amatour musicinns,
the meet|r of which have been sus-
pended since the commenecment of the
§ % heen reonreanized with the fol-
lowing oflicers: v Flenry Harvey, |
president: G K MaCluer, vice-presi-
dent, 12 H Chamberlayne, Jr., sccre-
tary: Emmet Tyler, treasurer: Marry
Rlodes, librarian,
From Knoxville,
A letter from n iy in

Knoxville

EAyvs: t was n great disappointment
that Longatreet did not tnke Knoxville
The Knoxville 1s mo

Vankees sny
1v fortified

than Vick=burg ever

: Therc i nothing here to sell or
buy excopt what the tilers bring in.
Everything iz seares ui h 2

Divectors Fleeted.

ular annual meeting of the
of the Virginin Bank the
directors were elected for the
e James Caskie, Thomas 1L

At the r
gloclkholder
following
ensEuing

rice, Alfred T Iia =, Samuel [ B
Tiardy and Alexander Garrett (new).
The roers’ Hnnk.
Williarn, H. Mactarland, J. 1. Wads-

worth, E. Worth s James Dunlon and
A Stokes were yvest Iny  elected
tirectorg of thde Farmers' Bank. The
State's directors have net veét been
tappalnted
The Siege of Charleston.

Charleston, Janusary 4= Vi -
bardmen of ti clty has bBeon contin
uous 2inee the last report.. The enciny
iare now firing from two pEuns The
shots MiFed av & about tien an hour,
One hupdred and sixty shote were

thrown from & o'clock Tuesday morn-
ing to 6 o'clock the same evening.

Voice of the People

T
Would Have a Closed Senxon.

To the Editor of The Thnes-Dispateh:

Sir,—It may seem ke an extreme |
mensure, but T belleve the bLest thing
the lLaog iture can do, so far as game
= concerned, Is to ent all leglslati
short along that lne and pass o bill
prolibitlng the Killing of any gamasfor,
live In that

yenrs, time game
twould, no doubt, Dbecome  plentiful
Aapain, and woe would be rid of a lot

of worthless dogs that ronm over the
counntry and kill the voung game.
Muiny an old gun, on which no tiaxes
pidd, wonld be so rusty that it
not be Mt for further service,
amndh, many a worthless nnt. who
rambled over the fields and woods of
athie would have to seck =ome other
oeenpation to pass off his time
W. C. COUSINS.

Nathkalie, Va.

—-_Abe l\";lqrtin

—

Who Kin teenn th ole timo “Grand
ball an' oystér supper?’ No girl ever
reformed n l!ghtwud.

ICoyrinbt: 1004: By Joun T, McCutcheon,)
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PURIFIER

Views of Our Legislators on Virginia's Needs

Measures Which Will Be Urged in the General Assembly

The Timez-Dispateh has addressed to the members of the coming General Assembly a request for
their views on a number of Important questions that will come betore them.
from day to day the answers members have forwarded,

In these columns we print

Questlons for Onr nitend, and where false swenring may

ought ta be entirely abolished or mod!-
1 Are you In favor of miking fraud | b punished as perjury?

fve officurs to
clerks from
2. Do you favor effective laws pro-
hibiting and punishing attempts to con-
trol volers by paving their poll taxes

compensation,
or ungainst any candldates at
and primary elections?

6. What, in your oplnlon, I8 the solu-
ticn of the tax question—do you favor

(®egTegation oy a central board of egual-

persons employad

Secrelary of the Commonwealth, stat-

anu elerks of primary elections should
commitieas or

the amount of thelr compensation

Do you favor the enagting of ad- |

Lditional legislatian Cacilitating the col- | eessions of all leglsintive commitle

governing meénernl elections?
Are you In favor of tnking away

| poll taxes now overdue three y
cmpting delinguents whose income I8
icss than 860 per month

Sinte delegates to the national convern.

| decide contested primary ol
| and placing said contests in the courts,

m which you desira to express your

A1 Lineoln, of Smythe,

[vated or not, without cxenmgption or ex- [ bl fceordingly, but when he
vores and tamper with ballots or re-

CEome frouds In eommereln] miadl with the present schedyle of

aimd g0 it might be In election muatters 3 v
woulil rather Since when did it become necessary
I efiect and require tie -rT!'i.nn:‘}.
and be responsible for them
work a hardship, |

8 Lo ominiate its candldates by pri-

of work or terri-
It should cover?
I nlgo sce that some one proposes

three elections to select Its oflicers. Hut |
perjury here, as «

pardons, with a commlssioner at §4,000
should be punished by the courts

sent n o single cllent or community |, B AP CUE prevented any man

much to the questlon that 1 waot

proper and legitl-

prospectite candldates for these pos)-

1 for hls expenses or tim tlons will be found working for this
bill?

further Investigation and study of va-
rious bills and plans that may be pro- |

This “personal friend™

Certalnly something must be done to |

y i 081,
prominently so0, as It has already been lobbylsts haye cost

E administration
tor puardlanship Is foreced
three or four times as mu

*h as the hus- |
Land or father from whom all the prop-

Views of the
Virginia Editors.

Change Inaugural Dnte.
Wo have “never hoeen

should have been a stralght State-wlide

I can cite instances of  for it as cheorfully, but as most peuple

tmen, business men and farmers,

: o Ity
the opportunity AR tAt unders
Iinnuguration of tha

consideration

cient Auditur credit, and jJustly so,
“golng after” the tas
50 that at present we are pointing wit
‘pride to a surplus in the treasury (and |
lixing to “go aft

his activity In from Jonuary | to February 1, follow-

the election sof
Is more, we have
| good reason advanced for making the
"solillers: the publie schools should have | 1
il that can possibly be allowed them;
Htate's educational

F: . o »
approprintion nevar: héardaio

manufacturer
labor or machin-
merchant by mare econoimleal necds supplied :
i Leglslature meets. Under the present
the General

ceive two messages, whereas 1f Gover-

backward move or damage Lo property,

cltizens to the treasury, and that much e I
C eXorols O aomy he e wolrd. |
Jeexgrolssdiand econ - ' menth, only one would have been nec-
not contemplate roalsing imanded, splaries to be Increased, more | essury —Clifton Forge Review,
judges to be
be established,

Salaries shoul dnot be Inecreased

tle's expensey for Lthe two years, and

The Wisdom of Hon.
when he voted

Abe Martin,

colleeted on the market the positions are not competent, or if the pages of soma
competent will not continuge to hold the
L offices at present salaries, heenuse com-
mercial or other husinesa pursuits offer
opportunitics,
higher salarles are nece
right kind of men to do the work
[ salarles  just
men holding the plices are
politicians  and

the State as the present Inws provide, the hope Lthat if the women are glven
wlill exercise an great
deal more eare al the polls than they

are wont to do at

fllled ta overflowing two or three times |
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